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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a Non-Final Office Action in response to the communication 
received on March 30, 2004. Claims 1-15 are now pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claim 15 recites a signal embedded in a 
carrier wave. A signal embedded in a carrier wave does not fall within one of the four 
categories of patent eligible subject matter recited in 35 U.S.C. 101 (process, machine, 
manufacture, or composition of matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-3, 5, 8-11, 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Melchione et al. (U.S. 5,930,764). 
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As per claim 1 , Melchione et al. discloses a sales activity management system 
comprising: 

a database that stores activity management information concerning activity 
content of each salesperson and sales negotiation item information concerning each 
sales negotiation item that each salesperson is in charge of (col. 5, lines 32-35; col. 13, 
line 62-col. 14, line 6; col. 14, lines 48-54; The database is linked to a relationship 
profile component, an account management component, a lead management 
component and a sales tracking component.); 

an activity content evaluation unit that evaluates the activity content of each 
salesperson based on at least one of the activity management information and the sales 
negotiation item information, registered in said database (col. 37, line 45-col. 38, line 
25); 

an evaluation report creating unit that generates evaluation report information 
concerning the activity content of each salesperson, based on the evaluation results by 
said activity content evaluation unit (col. 37, lines 57-61); and 

an evaluation report sending unit that sends the generated evaluation report 
information to a terminal device of the salesperson (col. 37, lines 54-57). 

As per claim 2, Melchione et al. discloses the sales activity management system 
according to claim 1, wherein the activity management information includes one of, or a 
plurality of data of, number of registered sales negotiations, number of customer calls 
made, hours of activity, number of agreements reached in sales negotiations, rate of 
agreements reached in sales negotiations, sales proceeds, and estimate proceeds (col. 
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37, line 65-col. 38, line 4; col. 40, lines 3-8; col. 41, lines 65-67; Sales activity such as 
active leads, outcome of sales attempts, information relating to closing sales leads and 
amount of revenue generated by each salesperson are tracked.). 

As per claim 3, Melchione et al. discloses the sales activity management system 
according to claim 1, wherein the sales negotiation item information includes data of 
progress level of each sales negotiation item (col. 39, lines 45-48; col. 40, lines 53-58; 
The status of each sales lead is tracked.). 

As per claim 5, Melchione et al. discloses the sales activity management system 
according to claim 4, wherein said advise information includes activity instruction 
information towards each salesperson (col. 42, lines 52-65; Customer scoring and 
contact strategies provide advice to salespeople on what to market/sell to which 
customers.). 

As per claim 8, Melchione et al. discloses the sales activity management system 
according to claim 1 , further comprising: 

a customer database that stores customer information concerning customers 
(col. 15, lines 57-63; Figure 3); and 

a customer targeting unit that extracts sales negotiation item information wherein 
a sales negotiation progress level in the sales negotiation item information is equal to or 
higher than a predetermined level, targets the customer of sales negotiation indicated 
by the extracted sales negotiation item information, extracts the customer information of 
the targeted customer from the customer database, and adds the customer information 
to said evaluation report information (col. 27, lines 33-48; Customer meeting a certain 
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criteria may be selected via a database query, where the selected customers are 
targeted for specific marketing campaigns.). 

As per claim 9, Melchione et al. discloses the sales activity management system 
according to claim 8, further comprising a knowledge database that stores knowledge 
information concerning know-how and knowledge in sales activity, correlating it with 
customer information registered in the customer database, wherein said customer 
targeting unit extracts knowledge information relating to the targeted customer from the 
knowledge database and sends the information to said terminal device, when sending 
the evaluation report information to said terminal device (col. 42, lines 51-65; col. 43, 
lines 5-16). 

As per claim 10, Melchione et al. discloses the sales activity management 
system according to claim 8, further comprising a knowledge database that stores sales 
support information including at least one data of various promotional material, sales 
activity record, and delivery achievement concerning apparatuses, for using in sales 
activity, correlating it with customer information registered in the customer database, 
wherein said customer targeting unit extracts sales support information relating to the 
targeted customer from the knowledge database and sends the information to said 
terminal device, when sending the evaluation report to said terminal device (col. 42, 
lines 51-65; col. 43, lines 5-16). 

As per claim 1 1 , Melchione et al. discloses the sales activity management 
system according to claim 1, which receives information concerning results of sales 
activity carried out based on said evaluation report information, from said terminal 
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device, and registers at least one of the activity management information and the sales 
negotiation item information, which are based on the received information, to said 
activity management information database (col. 41, lines 19-27). 

Claims 13-15 recite subject matter similar to that already rejected above. 
Therefore, claims 13-15 are rejected on the same basis as claims 1-3, 5, 8-1 1 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 4, 6-7 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Melchione et al. (U.S. 5,930,764). 

As per claim 4, Melchione et al. discloses the sales activity management system 
according to claim 1 , further comprising an activity pattern analyzing unit that extracts 
sales management information from said database, and analyzes the activity pattern of 
the salesperson, using the extracted sales management information, wherein: 

said evaluation report creating unit generates advise information towards the 
activity content of each salesperson based on the analysis by said activity pattern 
analyzing unit, and adds the generated advise information to the evaluation report 
information (col. 41, lines 17-19 and 35-53; col. 42, lines 52-65; Sales reports show 
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performance versus goals, sales by number of accounts, sales by new and existing 
products as well as sales by time periods. Also, customer scoring and contact 
strategies provide advice to salespeople on what to market/sell to which customers.). 
While Melchione et al. discloses measuring and reporting performance versus goal 
information, Melchione et al. does not expressly disclose that the sales management 
information that has a number or rate equal to or higher than a predetermined number 
of registered sales negotiations or a predetermined rate of registered sales negotiations. 
However, these differences are only found in the non-functional descriptive material and 
are not functionally involved in the steps recited nor do they alter the recited structural 
elements. The recited method steps would be performed the same regardless of the 
specific data. Further, the structural elements remain the same regardless of the 
specific data. Thus, this descriptive material will not distinguish the claimed invention 
from the prior art in terms of patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381, 1385, 217 
USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 1983); In re Lowry, 32 F.3d 1579, 32 USPQ2d 1031 (Fed. 
Cir. 1994); MPEP 3 2106. 

As per claim 6, Melchione et al. discloses the sales activity management system 
according to claim 4, wherein said activity pattern analyzing unit extracts sales 
management information from said database and analyzes the activity pattern of the 
salesperson using the extracted sales management information (col. 41, lines 17-19 
and 35-67; col. 42, lines 52-65; Sales reports show performance versus goals, sales by 
number of accounts, sales by new and existing products as well as sales by time 
periods. The amount of revenue generated by each salesperson is also measured.). 
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While Melchione et al. discloses measuring and reporting revenue generated by each 
salesperson, Melchione et al. does not expressly disclose wherein a sales proceed or 
an estimate proceed is higher than a predetermined amount. However, these 
differences are only found in the non-functional descriptive material and are not 
functionally involved in the steps recited nor do they alter the recited structural 
elements. The recited method steps would be performed the same regardless of the 
specific data. Further, the structural elements remain the same regardless of the 
specific data. Thus, this descriptive material will not distinguish the claimed invention 
from the prior art in terms of patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381, 1385, 217 
USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 1983); In re Lowry, 32 F.3d 1579, 32 USPQ2d 1031 (Fed. 
Cir. 1994); MPEP 2106. 

As per claim 7, while Melchione et al. discloses measuring sales activity with 
which to rank for each sales person such as revenue generated by each sales person 
(col. 41 , lines 65-67), Melchione et al. does not expressly disclose ranking the activity 
content of each salesperson. However, Examiner takes Official Notice that ranking the 
activity of a salesperson was old and well known at the time of the invention as such 
ranking provides salespeople with a prioritization of what activities to work on first as 
those activities may be more profitable, for example. Therefore, at the time of the 
invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Melchione et al. to rank the activity content of each salesperson as doing so provides 
salespeople with a prioritization of what activities to work on first as those activities may 
be more profitable, thereby enhancing the sales process. 
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As per claim 1 2, while Melchione et al. discloses the ability for managers to 
monitor the performance of sales people (col. 33, lines 60-67), Melchione et al. does not 
expressly disclose the sales activity management system according to claim 1 , wherein 
said evaluation report information further includes data of comments input by a manager 
of said each salesperson. However, Examiner takes Official Notice that having 
managers maintain comments about their staff was old and well known at the time of 
the invention. Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to modify Melchione et al. to include comments input 
by a manager of a salesperson because doing so helps to record managers' 
opinions/reviews about their sales people's performance, thereby enhancing the 
monitoring of the performance of sales people. 



Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Vaillancourt et al. (U.S. 7,340,41 0) discusses sales force automation; 

• Amerasinghe et al. (U.S. 2007/0208608) discusses a forecasting and revenue 
management system; 

• Ikezawa et al. (U.S. 7,155,424) discusses a sales management system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to C. Michelle Tarae whose telephone number is 571-272- 
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6727. The examiner can normally be reached Monday - Friday from 8:30am to 
5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq Hafiz, can be reached at 571-272-6729. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/C. Michelle Tarae/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3623 
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